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1868-1941
George Luis Baker served as mayor of Portland from 1917 to 1933.
Born in The Dalles, Oregon, in 1868, Baker spent his formative years moving around the American
west. He dropped out of school at the age of nine and worked odd jobs in the theater. In 1889, he
moved to Portland and managed several live theaters until he purchased his own in 1901. He
named it the Baker Theater and it became one of the city’s entertainment hot spots.
In 1898, Baker began a second career in politics as a Portland city councilman where he served
intermittently until 1913. In 1917, he was elected mayor seven weeks after the United States' entry
into World War I.
As mayor, Baker accomplished much and was lauded by newspapers as a true patriot. He
supported the war effort by encouraging Portlanders to purchase bonds and held several festivals
in honor of the local soldiers sent to Europe. He promoted the construction of the Burnside, Ross
Island, and Sellwood bridges in the mid-1920s, widened streets, and improved the water and sewer
systems. Baker personally felt his greatest mayoral success was the removal of subversives from
Portland, such as the International Workers of the World.
Baker was a member of some 37 fraternal societies, such as the Masons and Elks, which aided his
political ambitions. Though Baker was an extremely honest politician, several of these fraternal
groups connected the mayor to the bigoted and temporarily powerful Ku Klux Klan. While he never
actively colluded with them, the Klan supported his elections, and thus influenced his political
agenda. In 1924, he ran in the primary for United States Senator as a Republican but was defeated
by incumbent Charles McNary.
Affectionately known as “Our George” by the residents of the city he had led for so long, Baker died
on May 16, 1941.
Oregon History Project
https://www.oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/biographies/george-baker-biography/

