Beatrice Morrow Cannady

By Oregon Journal Collection

Beatrice Morrow Cannady (1890-1974), shown here in a 1929 photograph, was one of Oregon’s
pioneer African American civil rights advocates. Born in Litig, Texas, on January 9, 1890, she
moved to Portland in 1910, where she met her first husband, Edward Daniel Cannady, a waiter at
the Portland Hotel and the editor and co-founder of the Advocate, Portland’s only African American
newspaper at the time.

Beatrice Cannady soon became an active member of the city’s small African American community.
In 1914, she helped found the Portland chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) and quickly became one of the state’s most outspoken African American
civil rights activists.

Cannady regularly challenged racial discrimination in public talks and in the pages of the Advocate.
She became assistant editor of the paper in 1912, taking over as chief editor and owner in 1929.
She wrote scathing editorials about the routine discrimination practiced in Portland and elsewhere
in Oregon during the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s, noting that “not even the pulpit has been as
effective for the advancement of our Group, and for justice as the press.”

A graduate of the Northwestern School of Law, Cannady helped craft the state’s first civil rights
legislation, which would have mandated full access to public accommodations without regard to
race. Though this piece of legislation failed, in 1925 Cannady worked on the successful campaign
to repeal Oregon’s notorious “black laws,” which prohibited African Americans from settling in
Oregon and denied voting rights to people of color.

Cannady left Portland for Los Angeles in the 1930s, where she lived a quiet life until her death in
1974.
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