
The Famous Rogue River Valley
By Gibson Catlett

Landscape artist Gibson Catlett created this bird’s-eye view map of Grants Pass in 1911 for a
railroad development company that was also selling land in a proposed town extension. Bird’s-eye
views, popular in the U.S. between 1860 and 1920, often showed detailed images of towns from an
aerial perspective.

In the early 20th century, business leaders and members of the Grants Pass Commercial Club
were optimistic about the city’s potential for economic growth. In 1911, Portland realtor H.L. Chapin
gained the support of local community boosters and established the Grants Pass and Rogue River
Railroad company to start building a railroad to Crescent City on the California coast. Local
investors hoped their efforts would attract a larger railroad company that would complete the
project. Chapin and associates also advertised land for sale in “South Grants Pass,” a proposed
development across the Rogue River. While workers did extend the railroad across the river,
construction stalled and the land development failed after Southern Pacific Railroad officials
declined to take over the railroad.

Town residents soon renewed efforts to build the railroad, known as the California and Oregon
Coast Railroad (C & OCRR), and completed ten miles of tracks to Wilderville in 1914. In 1915, the
Twohy Brothers, a Portland company associated with railroad magnate James J.Hill, bought the C
& OCRR and quickly built four-and-a-half miles of tracks to Waters Creek. However, in 1917, when
the United States entered World War I, the Twohy brothers took on war-related construction
projects and never completed the C & OCRR railroad.
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