1806] LEWIS'S EXPLORATION

Saturday August 9™ 1806.

The day proved fair and favourable for our purposes. the
men were all engaged dressing skins and making themselves
cloathes except R. & J. Fields whom I sent this morning
over the river with orders to proceed to the entrance of the
White earth river in surch of Capt. C. and to hunt and
kill Elk or buffaloe should they find any convenient to the
river. in the evening these men returned and informed me
that they saw no appearance of Capt. Clark or party. they
found no game nor was there a buffaloe to be seen in the plains
as far as the eye could reach. nothing remarkable took place
in the course of the day. Colter and Collins have not yet
overtaken us I fear some missfortune has happened them
for their previous fidelity and orderly deportment induces me
to beleive that they would not thus intentionally delay. the
Perogue is not yet sufficiently dry for reparing. we have no
pitch and will therefore be compelled to use coal and tallow.

Sunday August 10" 1806.

The morning was somewhat cloudy I therefore apprehended
rain however it shortly after became fair. I hastened the
repairs which were necessary to the perogue and canoe which
were compleated by 2 P. M. those not engaged about this
business employed themselves as yesterday. at 4 in the even-
ing it clouded up and began to rain which puting a stop to the
opperation of skindressing we had nothing further to detain us,
I therefore directed the vessels to be loaded and at 5 P. M.
got under way the wind has blown very hard all day but did
not prove so much so this evening as absolutely to detain us.
we decended this evening as low nearly as the entrance of
white-Earth river and encamped on the S.W. side. the mus-
quetoes more than usually troublesome this evening.

Monday August 11 1806.

We set out very early this morning. it being my wish to
arrive at the birnt hills by noon in order to take the latitude
of that place as it is the most northern point of the Missouri,
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I enformed the party of my design and requested that they
would exert themselves to reach the place in time as it would
save us the delay of nearly one day; being as anxious to get
forward as I was they plyed their oars faithfully and we pro-
ceeded rapidly. I had instructed the small [cJanoes that if
they saw any game on the river to halt and kill it and follow
on; however we saw but little game untill about g A.M. when
we came up with a buffaloe swiming the river which I shot
and killed ; leaving the small canoes to dress it and bring on
the meat I proceeded. we had gone but little way before I
saw a very large grizzly bear and put too in order to kill it,
but it took wind of us and ran off. the small canoes overtook
us and informed that the flesh of the buffaloe was unfit for
uce and that they had therefore left it. half after 11 A.M. we
saw a large herd of Elk on the N. E. shore and I directed the
men in the small canoes to halt and kill some of them and
continited on in the perogue to the birnt hills; when I arrived
here it was about 20 minutes after noon and of course the ob-
servation for the ®@’s meridian Altitude was lost. jus{t] oppo-
site to the birnt hills there happened.to be a herd of Elk on a
thick willow bar and finding that my observation was lost for
the present I determined to land and kill some of them
accordingly we put too and I went out with Cruzatte only.
we fired on the Elk I killed one and he wounded another, we
reloaded our guns and took different routs through the thick
willows in pursuit of the Elk; I was in the act of firing on the
Elk a second time when a ball struck my left thye about an
inch below my hip joint, missing the bone it passed through
the left thye and cut the. thickness of the bullet across the
hinder part of the right thye; the stroke was very severe; I
instantly supposed that Cruzatte had shot me in mistake for an
Elk as I was dressed in brown leather and he cannot see very
well ; under this impression I called out to him damn you, you
have shot me, and looked towards the place from whence the
ball had come, seeing nothing I called Cruzatte several times
as loud as I could but received no answer; I was now pre-
swaded that it was an indian that had shot me as the report of
the gun did not appear to be more than 40 paces from me and
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Cruzatte appeared to be out of hearing of me; in this situation
not knowihg how many indians there might be concealed in
 the bushes I thought best to make good my retreat to the
perogue, calling out as I ran for the first hundred paces as loud
as I could to Cruzatte to retreat that there were indians hop-
ing to allarm him in time to make his escape also; I still re-
tained the charge in my gun which I was about to discharge at
the moment the ball struck me. when I arrived in sight of
the perogue I called the men to their arms to which they flew
in an instant, I told them that I was wounded but I hoped
not mortally, by an indian I beleived and directed them to
follow me that I would return & give them battle and releive
Cruzatte if possible who I feared had fallen into their hands;
the men followed me as they were bid and I returned about
a hundred paces when my wounds became so painfull and my
thye so stiff that I could scarcely get on; in short I was com-
pelled to halt and ordered the men to proceed and if they found
themselves overpowered by numbers to retreat in order keep-
ing up a fire. I now got back to the perogue as well as I
could and prepared my self with a pistol my rifle and air-gun
being determined as a retreat was impracticable to sell my life
as deerly as possible. in this state of anxiety and suspense I
remained about 20 minutes when the party returned with
Cruzatte and reported that there were no indians nor the ap-
peatance of any ; Cruzatte seemed much allarmed and declared
if he had shot me it was not his intention, that he had shot an
Elk in the willows after he left or seperated from me. I asked
him whether he did not hear me when I called to him so fre-
quently which he absolutely denied. I do not beleive that the
. fellow did it intentionally but after finding that he had shot me
was anxious to conceal his knowledge of having done so. the
ball had lodged in my breeches which I knew to be the ball
of the short rifles such as that he had, and there being no per-
son out with me but him and no indians that we could dis-
cover I have no doubt in my own mind of his having shot me.
with the assistance of Serg! Gass I took off my cloaths and
dressed my wounds myself as well as I could, introducing tents
of patent lint into the ball holes, the wounds blead consider-
VoL, V.—16 [241 ]
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ably but I was hapy to find that it had touched neither bone
nor artery. I sent the men to dress the two Elk which Cru-
zatte and myself had killed which they did in a few minutes
and brought the meat to the river. the small canoes came up
shortly after with the flesh of one Elk. my wounds being so
situated that I could not without infinite pain make an ob-
servation I determined to relinquish it and proceeded on. we
came within eight miles of our encampment of the 15% of
April 1805 and encamped on N. E. side. as it was painfull
to me to be removed I slept on board the perogue; the pain
I experienced excited a high fever and I had a very uncom-
fortable night. at 4 P. M. we passed an encampment which
had been evacuated this morning by Capt. Clark, here I
found a note from Capt. C. informing me that he had left a
letter for me at the entrance of the Yelow stone river, but that
Serg' Pryor who had passed that place since he left it had taken
the letter; that Serg! Pryor having been robed of all his horses
had decended the Yelowstone river in skin canoes and had
overtaken him at this encampment. this I fear puts an end to
our prospects of obtaining the Sioux Cheifs to accompany us
as we have not now leasure to send and engage M! Heney on
this service, or at least he would not have time to engage them
to go as early as it is absolutely necessary we should decend the
river.

Tuesday August 12 1806.

Being anxious to overtake Capt. Clark who from the appear-
ance of his camps could be at no great distance before me, we
set out early and proceeded with all possible expedition at 8
A. M, the bowsman informed me that there was a canoe and a
camp he beleived of whitemen on the N.E. shore. I directed
the perogue and canoes to come too at this place and found
it to be the camp of two hunters from the Illinois by name
Joseph Dickson and Forest Hancock.! these men informed

* These men, whom Clark met the previous day, were the first whites, save their
own party, which the explorers had seen since the winter at Fort Mandan. Joseph
Dickson was a native of Pennsylvania, who emigrated to St. Clair County, Illinois,
in 1802. Several years later he removed to Sangamon County, where he was one
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