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"tha Snlu River Massacre-cAccount -rﬁl)'
o o ete -r \he. Surviverw. ;| .,
\\"'““”' Cox.umu Rm:n Nov. 10
-+ Ep. Anccs. The survivors of th
BWer ‘mussacre’ arrived .at- Wdl Walla
Inst wu-k--l? in nomber, mmely, r. My-
ers, wife and five children; Mrs. Chase and
child; Miss, Trimble, Mr.“,qu n,. aud
Mr.: Chuffy. = Joseph :and. Jacg "Reith
came -in -some ‘time ago to’ tlm'\? matillu
Reservation, aud Schueider, 'who ras{he
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t first to get in..* The lust -is the mun grho
l'c;miu in-on Willow Cretk, - Llis.atory was
-very coutradictory, and did not agree with
the fucts us aiterward - developed.
‘emigrants, quly 15 are known to
i Four childreu’ (three girls wad
are supposed to be tuken prisoue
Indians. - Que of the girls was 14

All lhe others \\u‘o cither . killed
died of sturvation. Mr. M. Myer
lan; ‘went out to meet his- brothers, and
| fouud them on Grand Ronde River. The
cmigrauts, Mr. Myers and fuwily, cume
down from Walla Wulla on the steamer
lust trip, o their wuy to Salem with their
brother. - From thew I obtained | the fol-
, lowiug'ansu ers to questions which|l asked
them. | From this report you can draw
your own conclusions of the whole -uffair
ucurly as well as if you had hLurd it your-
self;

'lhe traln consisted of eight wag
wus from Wisconsin, cxcepting ‘the Chuse
farnly, who were from Geneva, Kaue co,,
111, und the Reith Logs from Miuncsota,
Tluy left the Missouri River Juug 5, and
and were not molested by the Indivus till
the time of the massucre.  The dischurged
soldicrs jolned us at Ft. Hall; ive of them
were regulurly discharged, ond ofe was n
deserter nmined Chiufly, The five discharged
ull bud money or cliecks, and somo got
their cheeks coshed ut Comp Floyd, Tuey
'cach bad from $400 to $700. But Schuci-
1dcr did not get his cashed, and [ think he
had coin; byt I hear it suid he had plenty
when be gotiin,  Those in the train were
as follows: Jos. Myers, wifu und five chil-
dren, the Jatter from one to ten yeurs old;
his Lrother Jolin Myers, single wan; Ehjub
Utter, wife and 10 ckildren, three of which
were his wife's by. a former marriage, their
name Trimble, aud aged as lollows:  Em-
cline, 14 years, Christopher 12, and Llza-
Leth'9;  Daniel Chase, wife and 3 chil-
‘dren, Loys 8 and 6 years, and girl 2;,—
Alexis Vun Norman, wife aud 5 children,
Mark 17, Eliza 14, girl 11, boy.8, aund
girl 6; the following named young mcn
were with Van Normun's fanuly: | Judson |
Cracey, Lewis Lawson, aud — Muuson;
ulso Sumuel Gleason;  discharged) soldicrs
who joined at Tt. Hall—=Murdoch, Snci-
der, Shamiberg, Keicanell, und Utley, and
Chaffy, the desciter, who gave™ himsell up
fut Walla “'ull(i;_ total, 444 The train
was altacked some 90 wiles beyond Owy-
hee River; Sept. 8, abont 350 miles be-
tyond Walla Walla,  The Indians | first at-
tempted to stanpede the stock, | but did
nut succeed.  The train immediately ‘ cor-
ralled’ for defense—had a favorable posi-
tian, but no water.  ‘The Iudivus, fiuding
they could accomplish nothing, threw down
their arms and made friendly signs—came
up, and iwude signs for something to-cat.
We fed muny of them, and they appeured
to be satisfed, and made signs for us to go
on to the water, that they were [rieudly.
So'we started toward the river.  After we
got ot of our strong pasition they com-
menced on us, but we expected some kind
of treachery, and were on the look-out for
them. ~ Before we got corralled and our
cuttle chained, two of our men were shot
down,” Utley and Lawson, The attack
commenced ubout 10 a. x. and lasted till
the niglt of the 9th, Two more of our
men were  killed, Kichnell ynd Judson
Cmcey It wus very warm weather, and
we were all nearly fumished for water, 8o
we litched np; we lelt’ four wugons, and
couszdvrul)!e tlmws in :hcm thinking that
would satisly thcm. Wo were compelled
to go to water soma how " Wo had been
| hemmed up there two dnys and ous. night
mthoutn drOp of water, and the catile
| were  getting very' uneasy.  The loose

, of Su-

gons, and |.

'stock had been driven off by the' Tndiaus,

‘hut we lmd our lcama tied on t.he ms:dc of
the corru! W hat wo laft to the Iudlans

}d d not mm to satxsi‘y them at all, While |’

t.hcy hud ns lwmmed op, we kxllcd not lcs.«

»than 25’ 'ort 80 of uwm, it’ was cemm'

dcath to an Indmu if he shov_md his bcnd

iduns ould cowme nght np to m Agons
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| could huvc got 'through to water, and hcn
| we cou!d have'defended  ourselves tf lwe
1could get usaxsmncc., "Wo kept gemnz

In;

]

and’ reuclnn«r- at. e‘ery spenr of” grms--
We monut«d four men on Worses, Mardock,
‘Sueider, and (Chaffy — the *.
two Reith’ bovs on foot.” The object o
baviug these-six men alicad” was. to’ ‘kee
the road opéen, sud keep the Iudians from |
closmg in ahead, ‘while we' could’ ' get ook
wagons and faruilies along. The Indmns
pau.hcd in on all sxdcs and these men, “lo- o
stead of staying and helping us, ‘put off .
us fast as they could go, without firiog a’
shot, and left us to our fate, - The Iudmus
had a-few gnus and pleaty-of arrows: * If
those-men had stayed with us, 1 believe we ;

alon" a8 fast 'as we* could, ﬁrhung our’

v\mv- it'was getting dark; our hclp wcak- ,

encd; cattle hungry, it wns slow travclmg

tenm, and I wos walking nlox.b, with my -,
gun aud revolver, when I"saw an Indian'
raise up behind u big sage’ bush “and level

‘his picce at one of us; I raised mwmine, Lt

his gun went off ﬁlst, and my Lrother fcll
dead without  a struggle, ' 'l‘he next- fn-

Mr. Ulter at-
tempted to treat with them, and mndo :
sigos that they might have all if lhe?
\would ouly spare their lives, but to no pur-
pose. - Mus, Uuer two daughters, and 'y
little son refused to leave their wounded -
pnrmb they stopped witli Lim, and the

‘| presumption is they wero ™ kﬂled outright.’

We concluded to leave everything and go .

on foot, as s0 many of our wen were now’
gone und disabled that w¢ could not get’
the teams uiong and protect cursclres at .

the same time, Muary Utler was in ny
wugon, atd just as I was helping her opt'
8 shot passed through my cout, just gruzing -
the skin—tho ball went itto ler ‘brenst,

when she fill, but got. up again, and cried
out * O, my Godl: I'm shot!! snd’ callcd
on sowo of the men to Lelp ler; two
younz wen took Lold of bier und lulped
hcraongn littlo wny, when she cow-

wenced sinking, and was gettivg bdplcss

89 they had to leave licr; she “was .aboat
23 years old. I helped my fumily out of
the wagon, and w'c all weut on as fast ag -
we could, traveling sll night.  We could
sce fires behind us, aud supposc it must -
have been the wagons bmmn' We laid
Ly in the day time ‘aud traveled at night,

ull'afoot, and nothiug to cut cxcept one
loaf of bread that Mr. Clise took out of
the wagon. We.were well arined, and an,
Indian daro mot show lis lead. Thcj’
would not attuck uys in the night, .and they -
were ufruid to come about us iu the day-
time. My ‘wife carried the babc ubout o
year old, till sho wlmost gave out, and I
the next one; the others hud' to walk,— v
Thoe Indians followcd #is four ays, but did |
not come in gun-shot, but kept up a yell-
ing and whoopiug, It sccms as . though «
they we.nt’to buunt us all the time,
but they did not trouble us after that ex-
cept 1o get on the hills and roll rocks down
toward us. Fiually they gave up®the -
chase, und Ict us plone.  We hud uothing
to eat, 50 we killed one of two dogs whi«.h’
followed us, and roasted and ate him, A
few duys after, we ote the other dog. W
caught fish in the streans when we could, '
rometimes with' pretty good. juck, some
days not any, Wo would cat rosc-buda
und berrics when we could get them; wo
ate smskcs l:zards, and frogs, and musclca
out of the streams; sometimes shoot ducks
and geese; wad if lhc Indiang had not sfe
terward robbed us of our guns, we could
have made a Jiving Ly killing game, wlm.h

| was tolerahly plenty where, we ca mped ou. -

Owyhee River. A wild stray cow-+came
along—we made out to shoot Ler, and thut -
lasted some txme. ‘Wo traveled in this ©
wuy some eighf or mue days and wers en:“
entirely gn‘y/:ut when we got to Owyboo
River, 50 wo slopped, and mado us 'Y hom

of willows and gtass; we piled a lpt

gross inside; we crawled into_the hu& xt"
,nbzmw"’mm Walls iumno togooul

ll"’bl" we had’ no blaukcta and but’ hlU

‘ clotlung It wus ‘whout tbo lath of @ept.,.}?

when we atoppul truulmg we liad then:
gone about | 90 .miles, - Tlero e stopped -
il Capt. Dcnt’s party come, which w

il Capt Deut cameu ,',

After we bsd been i, c.amp on ;he Owy«
hcc nbont tbm woeks, e Von Norman
ramtly, conmt.mg of’ bimscl! wife, 5 chils
< Chus. Utter,’

Nov 'MBER" m_w

_k :; they wezg deteraisicd to. bave them;.s0 I

My brothcr (John Myérs) was driving tha*
\wbe lx&dmm, and do_what_ be. could to ia-

stant I fired, and the Indian gave whoop, f
jumped up, and fell dead,

: lhrce of them. “The wother Lelp? cat her

v nlong one day snd dug up Mr, Chase's

nﬁsfgbg ‘Théjmrr'

ubont the 25th*of Oct,, which makea it
about 47 duys from ﬂw time of the amckj‘-

1860

*'The Todians would

290 @” ;

' weré - redeced to-s

e

il of makedscak”

M gy # e -5

ht. we kqetr ‘not when, ‘and’ ‘we bnncd

H tbin., t!sc Iggians [efused to- h‘fu’w any
. mere. nlmon uulemn would give them
: om'gum, whu:h we did mt wish todo, bat

. buried my reroltcr and smmunition. - “The
¥ lndsaumkthegmu, snd - gave os what
- salmen they pleased, ; sud promised more,
" whieh' they- never: brought. = One “of the
" i Trimble boys volautgered (o go home with

uce them to bripg Pfgm.on: tous. The
used him very kivdly—fed him, and gave
“s.plasce to sleep. 1le, in compahy with
.'sotne of the Indmw,gvonld come over to
the camp every Icv days, sod bnng salmou.
' One day, some one hsppened to mem.on
‘soldier’ in thevonversation. .Tbe Indums
ntoncenecmod to nudcrstand the “word;
tbcy straighteed op, and murmared ‘Soja,’
‘sop,’ ‘s0ja,¥ the wo;d passing from one to
the. other, and & curious, devilish look
* seemed to pervade’ their” couglenzgees.—
Thcy went off, !lm‘bo_v@{ol}amng them, bat
- he never returncd. - Wo ' waited, but no
‘word from Ium, not an Indiap after that
‘made big lppurnnce.. Tlu‘y had becen
camped some three wmilcs below, across the

river; 1 weot dowa ous ‘day opposite the |

place, and raw a few wigwams, but no sign

of anandxans. On the way back, I saw |

where something had becn dmmr GCToss
- the path; I'fullowed up the trace, “hoping it
- ight be whbere some aniwal bad dragged |

n ;Iéi'r'ialaug,‘axld that I might find a picce |

whkc lome. - But I fuand wothing ex-
cept a lock of huwan hair, which I took
home, nnd ‘which was_ recozuized 8. the
“boy's. (C-pt. Dent l'ullowul-np this sign,
and found a Lead, an arm, and souncthings

showing the boy Lad beemkilled.) Onmy |

way home that day, I found the carcass of
a horse that the. wo!vr.s had deserud; I

picked up & shauk and took it to camp, and

_Jou may guess there was but little meat cn
it'when the kiotas left it.

‘them, and th skms we roasted.. When
we con!d find & piece of a carcass, we made
use of i it; wec werz gettiny so weak rthat
wo,could scarcely walk about. Wa. at?
‘weeds, grass, aud anyllun" at all we could
find. Starvation was staring us ia the face,
l-mnﬂy one of the children died; 'we cot it
.up, and n(o-—:md soon till wo lmd caten

own' chddrm
cbxldren but oue.

Mrs, Chasc Jost: nll her
bOme Indmns cama

Lody for the few raga it bad.on. We
mudo np our-mipds o iry’ gnd eat him—

0 wo cut him in small, picces, o day's ra-

tiou ;fu a ‘plece—but  Before wo . begun
roulinz. Capt, lkntl{d;uny camealong, !
* juat hu time to:save
tqnl! 'The Lody bad been baried orer tea
da,h.’ ‘We sayed every oue of our chil-
dren, snd Mra. Chase wight have savbd |

'berw, "if she  bad not Leen so sclfsh; she| wi

. lived too wrﬂ hetsell and starved her child,”
Sbe wonkl zco[d my’ wife because we gave !
onr-cha!dren 8o much; she' argued that we
~wers all bound to dxc right there, and that |
it was'better tht the children should die ]
first, thao Tor us 10 die and leave oar chil-
dren to the mcrq of Lhc wolrés—but my
wifa uid sbo bel’crcd tlxal Prondence
mld )‘ct deliver us, "snd-that we should |
all 3ry to keep alirs ax long aa possible.—

(M) Myers pays she would dream of mak:
ingihrge Ioarcs of bwad-—-dmm a grest
dui gbout pdn and piles or aomethmg to

ith "Capt. Déut; and was spared the bor-

Yo képt alive by ‘hntmg nery-

briog
foc -any little’ thxng:wa

conld spaté, soch si nerdles, pins, the rags |
Chase st 00|

y s meal one dayzfomu!nou, whnch |
f&hlu“fﬁothchmgh ‘he died one ||

ucx& d"nw Aler wa bad - sold every

| ‘We-used . that |
. whole carcm; we bumt the bunes and ate.

by, from that nwﬂ.lf‘
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